
It is true, I do not possess a knowledge, " either theoretic or

practical," in line with the Woodbridge methods, but a large
experience for thirty years, and the small mortality of 6 to 7
per cent, in the treatment of typhoid fever contradicts the
statement of a failure to understand the disease from every
standpoint. I did not deal with statistics in my original paper,
because 1 did not think it required, except in the discussion of
the Woodbridge method. I leave it to any candid man to read
the testimonials of the Woodbridge treatment and compare
them with those of any quack nostrum, and draw the distinc¬
tion if he can. It is only necessary to refer to Dr. Woodbridge's
paper of July 10 of the Journal. Dr. Woodbridge charges
me with gross misrepresentations. I venture to assert that in
my own city and State my reputation for fairness and truth,
for accuracy of observation and progressive professional meth¬
ods, is fully equal to Dr. Woodbridge's, and will be attested
not only by my professional confreres, but by many students
whom I have taught.
Dr. Woodbridge's assertions are fallacious, based on faulty

principles, and he, not I, shows gross ignorance and assumes

a knowledge of the pathology and nature of the disease which
nothing he has written sustains, and finds its outcome in a
treatment so unscientific as to make it the solemn duty of
every lover of his profession to denounce it as a piece of rou-
tinism and quackery. He cries out because he is hurt. I
leave him to a discriminating profession.

Very respectfully yours, J. M. Upshur, M.D.

National Examining Board.
Lyle, Minn., July 27, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Hasthere ever been anything done to foster
the idea of orcreate a NationalExamining Board? I believe
a movement of this nature would meet with the support not
only of every reputable practitioner but of the present State
Boards as well. Nothing is more commendable and more

enthusiastically supported by the best class of physicians than
the increasing standards being required in several States to
obtain a license to practice medicine. A rigid examination
should be passed before a license is granted ; but the rank
injustice of the present system is apparent to anyone who will
give it a moment's thought. If a physician is located near the
line as I am here he will be required to pass an examination in
two, three or possibly four States to practice in one district.
If one should desire to change his location to another State,
there is the examination again. It is not only a nuisance and
an expense, but requires a thorough review of technical points
that are never used in practice. 1 would like to add to your
cry for a "Department of Public health" and a "National
Examining Board." S. H. Rabuck, M.D.
Answer :—For articles on National Examining Boards see

the Journal, vol. xviii, May 15, 1892, p. 610 ; vol. xxvi, May
16,1896, p. 950.

Is Diabetes Increasing?
Philadelphia, July 31, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Inan editorial in one of your recent num-
bers the stand is taken that diabetes is increasing in England
and America, because the reports from city hospitals show an

increase. I will not attempt to dispute the figures, but I only
wish to point out a possible cause for the increase.
Diabetes is supposed to be common among Jews. In the

last fifteen years there has been a great influx of Jews from
Russia to both England and America, and as a rule they remain
in the cities. To my own personal knowledge the patients
who present themselves at the dispensaries of the large Phila-
delphia hospitals are largely from this class, consequently this
fact alone may serve to increase the number of cases of dia-
betes in London, New York and Philadelphia.

No doubt other diseases peculiar to races will be found to be
on the increase from like causes. At least, immigration is a

factor that must be considered in a matter of this sort.
Very respectfully, M. V. Ball, M.D,

Text=book on Mental Diseases.\p=m-\ByTheo. H. Kellogg, A.M.,
M.D., late Medical Superintendent of Willard State Hospital,
etc., etc. Octavo, 792 pages, illustrated by original sphyg-
mographic tracings and photographs of the different types of
mental disorder. pp. 776. Extra muslin, $6.00.
It is a pleasure to review this work, which is dedicated to the

distinguished editor of the Medical Record of New York, as

follows :

"George F. Shrady, A.M.,M.D., in special appreciation of
his persistence and able advocacy of progressive and scientific
methods of treatment of the insane ; in recognition of his use-

ful and distinguished professional career as Medical Editor and
manager of State Hospitals, and visiting and consulting Hos-
pital Surgeon ; and as a personal tribute to his sterling traits
of character."
The author's long experience as Superintendent of Hospitals

for the insane and in the treatment of mental diseases has given
him a right to have an opinion on the diagnosis and treatment
of the various types of insanity.
The work opens with a chapter on the history of insanity.

It also includes a historic sketch of the general condition and
treatment of the insane, and the summary survey of the evolu-
tion of the science of psychiatry. The chapters are divided as

follows : 2. Statistics of Insanity. 3. Nosology. 4. Etiology.
5. Termination of Mental Disorders. 6, is divided into three
sections under the general head of Psychical Symptomatology.
Chapter 7, on Somatic Symptomatology, is divided into eleven
sections, viz. :

1. On the Defects and Pathological changes of the Osseous
System.

2. The Muscular System.
3. The Vascular System.
4. Changes in the Cutaneous Surface.
5. Splanchnological.
6. Nutritive, Secretory and Trophic Disturbances.
7. Disorders of Cerebral, Spinal and Nervous System.
8. "On the Pathology of Insanity," is divided into two sec¬

tions, viz. : 1. On the Pathogenesis of Mental Disorders. 2.
Pathology of Insanity, the Macroscopical Changes and the
Microscopical Changes.

9. Diagnosis of Insanity, including feigned Insanity and the
deduction of various forms of malingering.
10. Prognosis of Insanity.
11. Treatment of Insanity, including prophylaxis.
Part 2 is on the special groups and typical forms of insanity,and

contains twelve chapters, viz. : 1. Insanity from general organic
arrest of development. 2. Insanity from Neuropathic State.
3. Insanity from Established Neurosis. 4. Insanity from Physio¬
logical Crisis. 5. Insanity with General Systemic State. 6.
Insanity with Definite Lesions of the Cerebral, Spinal and
Nervous System. 7. Psycho-Traumatic Insanity. 8. State
of Depression. 9. State of Exaltation. 10. State of Mental
Weakness. 11. State of Stupor. 12. State of Impaired or

Suspended Volition.
It will be seen that the treatise is at once systematic and

comprehensive, and we have no hesitation in commending the
book as an entirely trustworthy volume in the study of mental
diseases. The work is destined to take high rank as a standard
treatise on the subject.
The National Confectioners' Association of the United States.
This little volume published in 1897 from the office of the

Confectioner's Journal is a handsomely printed volume, on
good paper. It contains extracts from Constitution and By-
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